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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord	 January 17,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cavanaugh, 
Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Falcone, Joe & 
Peg      Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, Hayley Kuhn, Maria 
Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Mi-
chael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep 
us informed. To add a name, please fill out the form on the website or 
in the rectory (sorry, the forms in church keep disappearing)..

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
When  have you stepped 
in, as Mary did at Cana, to 
try and make a difficult 
situation  easier for some-
one?

For Children:
What  can you do this week 
to help make someone’s  job a 
little easier?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
	 No Religious Ed
	 Clothing Collection
Next Sunday
	 Religious Ed.

Pastoral Council - Jan. 21, 7:30
Women’s Guild, Jan. 26, 1 pm
Anointing of the Sick, Jan. 31, 11 am.
Every Sunday
	 Pound A Week

Womens Guild
The Womens Guild will  hold its Meet-

ing January 26 at 1o,clock .  Its Bingi time 
at long last.  All Members please bring 
2 wrapped gifts and Your Chips. All are 
welcome

Weekday Parking in our Lot
We are pleased to accomodate parish-

ioners who park in our lot when using the 
train. For those who don’t know, we have 
black identifying hangers to be placed in 
the car while parked. We also ask parkers 
to park in the last aisle, nearest the second 
lot. This will help when we have funerals 
or other events. 

Recently there have been many more 
“unmarked” cars in the lot. One day there 
were 11 parked cars and 9  had no tags. 
This week, one of the four cards had a 
tag. If you park in our lot regularly, please 
come in to register and receive a car tag. 



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Nehemiah  8:2-10
The book of Nehemiah recounts events which 

happened about 100 years after returning from 
the Babylonian exile. After an initial religious 
fervor, moral life and commitment to God’s law 
had lapsed. Ezra challenged the people to renew 
their commitment to the law, and conducted what 
would be called today a “religious revival”.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians  12:12-30
We continue reading from Paul’s first letter to 

Christians in Corinth, an important seaport. He 
was answering a letter they had written to him, 
containing questions about Christian life in their 
community. Among the questions was how to deal 
with the diversity of gifts within the community, 
and the rivalries and jealousies that inevitably 
arise. He responds by using an image that the 
Catholic Church has particularly emphasized.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-11

Called from the Sidelines

Suggested Reflection Questions

•	The first reading begins with the prophet’s refusal 
to be silent until Jerusalem has been vindicated and 
is no longer looked upon as forsaken. In our world, 
who needs vindication? Who needs us to refuse to be 
silent on their behalf? 

•	Paul talks about gifts we receive through the Holy 
Spirit in his first letter to the church at Corinth. What 
gifts has God granted you? How are you being called 
to use these gifts in your parish, community, and 
world? 

•	Mary instructs the servers at the wedding feast in 
Cana to do whatever Jesus tells them. What does this 
passage tell us about Mary as an intercessor? What 
keeps us from doing what Jesus says? 
 

Have you seen a great movie in the theatre or on 
DVD with a reflection point?  Lots out there!

•	

Parish on a JourneyParish on a Journey

Each year from January 18-25, many christian 
denominations celebrate a Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. This week used to be called 
Christian Unity Octave. The word “octave,” 
meaning eight days, denotes a Christian Week. 
Since the early 20th century, the week has been 
taken up by christians worldwide as a week in 
which we all pray for unity of not only our faith 
and works, but a week to pray that we all may 
be one in our solidarity. This year’s theme will 
be “Called to Proclaim the Mighty Acts of the 
Lord” (cf. 1 Pt 2:9).

Praying for unity is what Jesus wanted. Perhaps 
it is an opportunity to examine the effectiveness 
of ecumenism in seeking to end the divisions 
among christians and to search what our parish 
might be doing in the area of christian unity.

For more information, visit www.geii.org.





Mary and Advent
•	

•	Las Mañanitas Tapatias 
•	

How beautiful is the morning 
in which I come to greet you. 

We all come with joy 
and pleasure to congratulate you. 

The day which you were born  
were born all the flowers as well 

And in the baptismal font 
 the nightingales sang. 
Now it comes dawning 

the light of day that is given to us 
Rise, little Virgin, 

look how it’s already dawned.

I would like to be alone
to enter by your window 

and say to you good morning 
laying down in your bed 

Of the stars in the sky 
I must bring down two for you 

One to greet you with 
and another to say goodbye 

The dawn is already breaking 
how beautiful is the morning 

Let’s greet Maria good morning, 
girl of Guadalupe

I would like to be St John I would like to be St Peter 
and come and greet you with the music of heaven. 
The summit of Tepeyac you chose as a place to live 

and for that we greet you 
good morning girl of Guadalupe.

Que linda está la mañana 
en que vengo a saludarte

Venimos todos con gusto y placer a felicitarte.
El día en que tu naciste nacieron todas las flores
Y en la pila del bautizmo cantaron los ruiseñores.

Ya viene amaneciendo y la luz del día nos dio
Levantate de mañana mira que ya amaneció.

Quisiera ser un San Juan quisiera ser un San Pedro
Y venirte a saludar con la música del cielo.

Volaron cuatro palomas por toditas las ciudades
Hoy por ser dia de tu santo 

te deseamos felicidades.
Con ángeles y flores este dia voy adornar

Hoy por ser día de tu santo te venimos a cantar.

Along with the prophets, Mary as the Mother of the 
Messiah is a central figure in the season of Advent. The 
two Marian feasts during Advent are significant for the 
universal Church but are also highly important for us in 
the United States. Mary in the image of  the daughter of 
Eve but mother of grace, not defiled by sin is the pa-
tronness of the United States. We celebrate this feast on 
Tuesday. Mary, under the title “The Virgin of Guadalupe 
is the patronness of the Americas  with a celebration this 
Saturday. 

These two feasts reflect the message of the proph-
ets more than we might realize at first glance. Mary as 
woman of grace and election by God is so clearly shown 
in the Annuncation and Mary’s response. The theme of 
her song of response is God’s concern for the poor and 
outcast. Mary sings that God humbles the rich and lifts 
up the poor. Like the prophets Mary proclaims the Good 
News that her son, Jesus, ushers in with a New Age. If 
we choose to be true followers of Mary and her son, our 
focus must likewise be on the poor and outcast.

This same message of care to the poor was echoed 
in her words to Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin in Tepeyac 
in 1531. In the story of her appearance, she asked Juan 
Diego for a church to be built, so she may give her love, 
compassion, help and protection to the poor natives and 
and all who invoke her. She promised to be a mother of 
mercy, listening to their lamentations, and relieving their 
miseries, afflictions and sorrows.

The Virgin of Guadalupe is true mother to the poor 
and oppressed, offering not only consolation but also the 
Good News and hope proclaimed by her son. They trust 
her promise that she will share in their trials and sorrows.

The Mary of Advent is not the passive frail lady 
so often portrayed in statues and other art forms. She is 
the strong confident woman of faith who says yes to her 
God and an unpredictable future. She remains a model of  
loving parent and spouse, a caring neighbor for countless 
generations. As a courageous Jewish teenager she was 
willing to give up everything, even her life, to do God’s 
will, she continues to remind us in her song of praise of 
what’s important in our Christian life.

Because Mary can reconcile simple wisdom with 
earth-shaking rebellion, she’s truly a star of hope for all 
Christians, a prophet forging a path for her son and a 
guiding light for us this Advent .



GRACE AWAKENS

The latest installment in one of Hollywood’s most successful 
movie franchises, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, became the fastest 
to reach one billion dollars in ticket sales.

Though it takes place in a galaxy far, far away, its main charac-
ter, Darth Vader, is a very modern American fictional character, being 
named by the American Film Institute in 2003 as the third greatest 
villain in movie history.

In the previous three movies of the series (commonly referred 
to as the “prequel trilogy”), we are introduced to Darth Vader as the 
young Anakin Skywalker, an energetic child with whom “the Force 
is strong.” As events unfold, fear and anger draw him into the dark 
side of the Force. His ambition to rule the galaxy leads to a violent 
confrontation with his teacher, Obi-Wan Kenobi, who leaves him for 
dead at the side of a volcano. When his maimed and burned body are fitted with the black mask and cloak we 
are all familiar with, his transformation into Darth Vader is complete.

Why seemingly good people become evil is a frequent theme of popular American culture. Often, the 
answer is that events beyond their control warped them. They may have been bullied as children or may not 
have received enough attention from their families. Perhaps they were adversely influenced by the high level 
of crime in their neighborhood. In the past, villains created the conflict that drove the plot and lead the audi-
ence to cheer their eventual demise. Nowadays, villains are sympathetic figures, victims of forces beyond 
their control, whether it be the teacher in the hit television series Breaking Bad, who turns to cooking meth-
amphetamine to pay for his cancer treatment or the wicked witch in the Broadway play Wicked, who turns out 
to really be a good witch who is demonized by the Wizard of Oz to protect his power.

This outlook on good and evil also plays itself out in our courts and media coverage. A recent example 
is the teenager who claimed that his upbringing in a wealthy home made him unable to discern right from 
wrong, which came to be called the “affluenza” defense. When mass shootings occur, gun control laws come 
under scrutiny, and when terrorist acts occur we ask how young Muslims become “radicalized.” Whether it is 
failed schools, inadequate laws, or the economy, we want to blame everyone except those who actually com-
mit the crimes. As we see it, people are basically good. If they do bad things, it must be because of circum-
stances beyond their control.

How different is christian anthropology and theology! Simply put, we are born with human inclinations. 
Original sin theology states that we are actually born guilty and in need of forgiveness. At birth we seem so 
innocent, yet as human beings and have innate bent and capacity to do evil. In other words, we are already 
inclined to selfishness before we take a breath. We do not “break bad” but are born already broken and always 
in need of healing. For christians, that healing first comes to us through the sacrament of baptism and contin-
ues through the mercy of God and the sacraments of the church, particularly Eucharist and Reconciliation.

This week we leave the Christmas season. Last week, we heard the one man born good, Jesus Christ, 
submit to baptism to make it a source of healing for us who are born deficient. Just as Jesus suffered death so 
that we could have life, he enters the Jordan River to charge the waters of baptism with power to forgive and 
sanctify.

That sanctifying power is already at work in us through faith. However, we must seek God’s mercy, 
choosing every day to calibrate our thoughts, words, and actions to the kingdom of God breaking into human 
history in the person of Jesus. We must take responsibility for our choices and repair the evil we have done, 
rather than considering ourselves victims entitled to compensation for our suffering. Then we can treat those 
whochoose evil as well a s their victims with genuine healing mercy and empathize with them not because we
want to excuse their behavior but because we see in our own hearts the wounds of a broken world. When we
do so, grace will awaken.
	 Douglas Sousa, STL  (adapted)



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers	 Bereavement Ministry	
Bulletin	 Collection Counters	
Finance Council	 Home/Sick Visits	
Lectors/Ministers of Communion	  Youth Ministry	
Prayer Shawl Ministry	 Ushers/Greeters	
Women's Guild	 Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey 	  Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Arthur Mitchell - 5 pm
Angelo DeLuccia-11 am

Fred Lenygon – Tues..
Anna Picatello – Wed...
Nicholas Marino – Fri..

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Alston McLean- 5 pm

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 5292
Monthly collection: $ 2858
Dec. Electronic Contributions: $ 1500
Please sign up for electronic giving. 

Contribute electronically
stthommore.weshareonline.org

2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Serving Christ Among Us

If you have not yet responded to the 
2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal, there is still 
time to do so as the 2015 Appeal funds are 
used to support ministries and programs 
through the end of the diocesan fiscal year 
on June 30,2016. Your gift is a great bless-
ing and valued so we can serve Christ by 
serving his people.

Dreaming a Week Too Late!

Who, Where Why, How...
What’s so ordinary about Ordinary Time?
Before Vatican II, the year was an endless stream of seasons:Advent, Christmas, 

Lent, Easter, then Epiphany, Septuagesima, Ember Days, Sundays of Pentecost, 
devotional months and days (e.g. First Saturdays), and feasts of saints each day.

The calendar now focuses on the major seasons  of Advent‑Christmas and 
Lent‑Easter. The remainder of the year is  “Ordinary Time.”

This 65% of the year is time that is ‘ordered’ or regular or normal in our lives 
of people highlights Sunday as the Day of the Lord and the Original Feast Day of 
the Church. During this time we listen to Scripture as a continued proclamation. 
Over three years, we hear most of the bible in a semi-continuous fashion in order 
to reflect on what the Word of God is telling us today. Certainly Normal, but by no 
means Ordinary (at least what is meant by our use of the word). 



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
PO Box 286, Convent Station, NJ 07961

(4  Convent Rd.  Morr istown)
973-267-5330     email:  info@stmnj.org

Fr. Joe Farias, jfarias@stmnj.org, ext. 102
Bill McGuire, parish mgr, wmcguire@stmnj.org, ext. 104
Pat Schell, secretary, secretary@stmnj.org, ext. 103
Fr. Das Choondassery (in residence), ext. 108




